
[image: image1] 

COE Installation Quality Bulletin

Installation Quality Bulletin Number: 09-04
To: QTI / Design Engineering Representatives / Quality Managers

 / Field Engineering Representatives / AMC Representatives / All Contracted Installation Service Suppliers

Date: Friday, May 22, 2009
         From: QWEST Installation Quality Assurance

Subject: Revised Packaging and Shipping Changes for the 72-Fiber Optic (IFC) Cables.
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Action Required:



Description of Bulletin: 
The purpose of this Quality Bulletin is to instruct all field forces in the revised packaging of central office 72-fiber Intra-Facility (IFC) cables and how to incorporate this change into installation procedures.

Previously, 72 fiber IFC cables were shipped with the 900 micron fibers wrapped around a Styrofoam spool and the connectors secured in Styrofoam blocks. 

Effective April 2009, all 72 count fiber IFC cables will be shipped with a mesh sock protecting the 900 micron fibers and the connectors (Refer to Figure 1). Inside the protective mesh sock, foam tubing surrounds the 900 micron fibers and the connectors are bundled in groups of 12 and secured in plastic bags (Refers to Figure 2-5).. All 6 connector bundles are secured together in bubble wrap. The protective mesh sock is then placed over the bubble wrapped connector bundle and foam tubing and secured to the cable with shrink wrap. 
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Figure 1

The protective mesh sock shall be left in place throughout installation to protect the 900 micron fibers and the connectorized ends. Standard fiber optic cable installation procedure shall be followed. DO NOT pull or twist the protective mesh sock or fiber optic cable during installation. Follow the procedure below to access the connectors for testing prior to installation.

ACCESSING THE CONNECTORS FOR TESTING PRIOR TO INSTALLTION

To access the connectors for testing, carefully follow the steps listed below to remove the outer protective mesh sock. 

1. Upon opening the shipping container, the Service Supplier will first remove and retain the enclosed manufacturer-provided fiber optic cable test documentation.  Note: This documentation is required to verify the accuracy of the cable’s integrity from the manufacturer’s final testing process throughout the duration of transit to the job site.  
2. Use the rip cord to strip brack the heat shrinkable tubing wrap where the mesh sock meets the yellow outer cable jacketing. (Refer to Figure 2)
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Figure 2
3. Slide the mesh sock off the end of the cable to expose the foam tubing and connector bundle. (Refer to Figure 3) Note: DO NOT DISCARD THE MESH SOCK. 
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Figure 3

4. Remove the bubble wrap to expose the 6 subunit connector bundles. (Refer to Figure 4) . Note: DO NOT DISCARD THE PROTECTIVE BUBBLE WRAP.
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Figure 4
5. Remove plastic bag from each connector bundle and test each connector. Note: DO NOT DISCARD THE PROTECTIVE PLASTIC BAGS. 
6. Commence testing of these fiber optic cable to verify the manufacturer’s final testing measurements and upon completion, return each set of 12 connectors to each plastic bag previously removed. Secure the end of the bag with tape approximately 1-2 inches below the base of the connectors taking care not to crimp the 900 micron fibers.

7. Bundle the 6 connector bags together and surround in bubble wrap and secure with tape.

8. Replace the mesh sock over connector bundle and foam tubing and secure to the yellow outer cable jacketing with tape. (Refer to Figure 5)  
9. These cables can now be run in and secured. Note: The Service Supplier will locate the frame designation label on the cable jacketing to identify the correct frame type destination during the cable running process (examples: “BREAKOUT FMT,” “BREAKOUT FCM,” “BREAKOUT NG3,” “ BREAKOUT NGF”).
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Figure 5
Acknowledgments to Erica Stockford of the AMC group for her contribution to the content of this Bulletin.  Questions may be directed to Erica at (303) 707-7567.

Qwest Installation Quality Assurance

Jeff Bostow 612-798-2460

mailto: jbostow@qwest.com
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